
Inspection of Hall Farm Nursery 
School
Hall Farm Nursery School, Hargham, NORWICH NR16 2JW

Inspection date: 25 September 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive with enthusiasm and are ready to begin their day in this warm and 
nurturing nursery. They separate from their parents and carers with confidence. 
Staff are friendly and greet children. They provide an environment that is engaging 
and stimulating. Leaders and staff have developed an effective key-person system. 
This helps to ensure that children settle swiftly, form strong attachments and are 
ready to learn. Staff are good role models and support children to understand the 
expectations for their behaviour in the nursery. During children's play, they teach 
children to take turns and use sand timers to support their understanding of 
waiting. Staff consistently praise children's positive behaviour, such as being kind to 
their peers, sharing and using good manners. 

Children demonstrate high levels of engagement across a wide range of activities. 
Younger babies enjoy sensory exploration as they investigate cereal using wooden 
animals and props to stimulate their curiosity. Older children explore coloured rice. 
They listen closely to the sounds it makes as it falls and match the different colours 
to corresponding plates. Staff nurture children's confidence and independence 
effectively through regular access to outdoor learning. Outdoors, staff are attentive 
and support children to take appropriate risks, develop physical skills and explore 
the world around them. As children move through the nursery, staff promote 
increasing independence in their personal care routines. Older children confidently 
manage tasks, such as wiping their noses and putting on their shoes and coats. 
These skills prepare children well for the next stage in their education.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have developed an ambitious curriculum that is supported by the 
nursery's ethos and vision. Staff work effectively with parents to gain a thorough 
understanding of each child's routine and stage of development before they 
start. This enables them to plan activities that are carefully tailored to children's 
individual learning needs and interests. Staff carry out regular observations and 
assessments. They use this information well to plan purposeful next steps in 
learning for children. As a result, children make effective progress throughout 
their time at the nursery.

n Staff thoughtfully embed mathematical learning throughout daily activities. 
Children explore key concepts, such as shape and size. During group time, they 
confidently identify different shapes and match them to the corresponding 
'monster shape'. Staff support children's early counting skills skilfully. For 
example, they encourage children to count to five while stacking blocks and 
reinforcing this learning through number songs.

n Staff make effective use of every opportunity to help children to understand the 
importance of leading a healthy lifestyle. Children benefit from daily access to a 
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variety of outdoor spaces, including large play areas and woodland walks, where 
they can observe sheep and tractors. Children enjoy a wide range of nutritious 
snacks and meals, which are freshly prepared by the on-site chef. Staff promote 
good oral health through stories and group discussions, helping children to 
understand the importance of brushing their teeth.

n Staff support children to develop their communication and language skills. They 
create a calm and nurturing environment, where children receive time to think 
and respond to questions, which supports their confidence and understanding. 
The programme for monitoring children's speech and language development is 
implemented well to provide targeted support for children. This enables staff to 
quickly identify and address any emerging needs.

n Children develop a love of books from an early age. Younger children listen with 
enthusiasm to familiar stories as they giggle with excitement and copy the 
actions in the story. Staff actively involve parents through initiatives, such as 
parent cafes. Staff use these initiatives to encourage parents to share stories 
and take part in related craft activities with their children.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery and the care their children receive. They feel 
well informed about their children's learning and development. Parents value the 
effective communication provided through verbal feedback and on an online app. 
They appreciate the regular opportunities to be involved in events and social 
occasions within the nursery. Parents comment positively on the engaging and 
enjoyable activities. They note how eager their children are to attend the 
nursery each day.

n Leaders are committed to fostering a nurturing environment, where children, 
parents and staff feel valued and supported. They demonstrate a strong focus 
on staff's well-being and are responsive to staff's individual circumstances. 
Supervision meetings of staff are in place. All staff complete mandatory training, 
including paediatric first aid and safeguarding. However, leaders do not yet use 
supervision meetings to best effect to identify and target professional 
development opportunities to further strengthen the quality of education.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the arrangements for supervision meetings to help all staff to receive 
focused and effective professional development to further strengthen their 
knowledge of teaching and the curriculum.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY399787

Local authority Norfolk

Inspection number 10358785

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 98

Number of children on roll 135

Name of registered person Hall Farm Nursery School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906536

Telephone number 01953 888516

Date of previous inspection 4 December 2019

Information about this early years setting

Hall Farm Nursery School registered in 1993 and re-registered in 2010. It is located 
in Norfolk. The nursery employs 39 members of childcare staff. Of these, 30 staff 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above, including two staff 
who hold early years teacher status. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all 
year round. Sessions are from 7.45am until 5.30pm. The nursery provides 
government funded places for children aged from nine months to four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Laura Redmond
Dawn Pointer
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspectors on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspectors about their curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n The inspectors talked to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views. 

n The inspectors observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning. 

n The inspectors carried out joint observations of group activities with the 
manager.

n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspectors through written 
and verbal feedback.

n The manager showed the inspectors documentation to demonstrate the 
suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Hall Farm Nursery School
25 September 2025 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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